
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

March 19, 2021  

Dear Cheektowaga-Sloan Families:  

I wanted to inform our families that just today, the CDC has changed its guidance of six-foot spacing 

between students and staff in schools to three-foot spacing. In order for us to move forward with a 

revised hybrid learning model, we must await further guidance from our Governor, the NYSDOH 

and the ECDOH.  We anticipate that this guidance will be coming soon. We were all excited about 

this news today knowing that we are making progress toward possibly bringing even more children 

back to school this year and possibly for additional days.  However, we want to be sure that all 

families understand that until we receive further guidance, we must remain in our current model.  

It is important for me to share with families that we want nothing more than to have all students back 

in school for additional days if that is something we are able to do.  If New York State and our 

County provide us with guidance that is consistent with the changes that the CDC made today, then 

we will take the next step which is something that we have been preparing to do.   

The next step will be to provide all families with a detailed letter of our revised learning plan which 

will include a survey that all families will need to complete.  As you can imagine, bringing students 

back for additional days per week will require significant work from various stakeholders in our 

District which also includes our partners at First Student.  We will need to carefully evaluate the 

guidance, determine proper spacing of desks in all classrooms, bring furniture out of storage, arrange 

for additional food service and transportation needs, discuss staffing needs, and most importantly, 

determine instructional needs for both our in-person and remote learners especially if the number of 

days for in-person learning is able to be increased. 

Although our District has been planning and awaiting the potential change that would allow students 

to return to school more regularly, it is important for me to share that if we are able to make a change 

soon, we will still need time and a transition period to effectively and appropriately make such 

significant changes to our schedule, staffing, programming, and service delivery.  

I am so proud of our District for the careful and thoughtful pandemic planning that everyone has 

done together and how we have provided a safe and healthy environment for learning since returning 

students to school in the hybrid model this past September 2020. We will continue to take every 

precaution and thoughtfully plan for a change to our current hybrid model of learning as soon as it is 

possible, responsible, and safe for everyone.  

We will continue to share information as it becomes available. 

Sincerely, 

Andrea L. Galenski, Superintendent of Schools 


