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Our mission is to provide a positive academic and social learning environment that fosters  

independence, responsibility, life-long learning and student success. 

July 24, 2020 

 

Dear Parent and/or Guardian, 

 

I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on the status of reopening school in September. The District has been 

working tirelessly over the past two months on our reopening plans. We received updated guidance last week from 

the NYS Department of Health (DOH) as well as guidance from the NYS Education Department (SED). Our 

reopening plan needs to be submitted to the state by July 31, 2020. The plan will have three different instructional 

models, including 100% of students back to school in-person, 100% of students with remote learning, and a hybrid 

combination of both in-person and remote learning. We formed various stakeholder groups who provided us with 

valuable feedback.  These stakeholder groups included our leadership team, parents, teachers, support staff, and the 

Erie County Health Commissioner, Dr. Burstein.  We are considering their important feedback as we work diligently 

to complete our final plan which we will share via our website once it is submitted.  On our website, you will find a 

recent update regarding our reopening process.  We look forward to sharing more details about our reopening plan at 

our next Board of Education meeting on July 28, 2020. 

 

The Governor will make a decision about reopening schools during the first week of August. The Governor has 

stated that if the daily COVID infection rate remains below 5% or lower using a 14-day average, he will open 

schools. Once the Governor makes his decision, we will send additional information to parents, and we will 

schedule a virtual meeting where parents can have their questions answered. 

 

One element of the plan that presents an enormous challenge is the transportation of students.  Students will need to 

be socially distanced and wear face coverings on school busses.  We will also need students who congregate at 

common pickup areas to wear masks and socially distance. Given the challenges this creates, we are encouraging 

parents to drive their children to and from school. If enough parents can transport their children, we will have a more 

efficient and safe transportation solution.  

 

We are asking that parents provide us with information regarding transportation on each child. Please click on this 

link (Survey) in order to complete a brief electronic survey by Tuesday, July 28, with your transportation 

preferences.  

 

If you receive a letter in the mail regarding signing up for email/text communication, please be sure to complete the 

identified step for registering.  It is important that all parents are registered for this service. We are moving to that 

platform which will be our primary form of communication with families. 

 

The District is committed to making sure the reopening of school can be done safely. Please help us by completing 

the electronic form on transportation and registering to receive text messages. We will continue to communicate as 

more information becomes available. 

 

Sincerely, 

Andrea L. Galenski, Superintendent of Schools 

 

https://forms.gle/TkmkYjdgSHJeGDsS6

