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It is with sincere hope that this newsletter finds all of our students, parents, families and our community
members doing well especially as we continue to progress through a global pandemic collectively as partners.

Thank you for dedicating your time to read this District Newsletter which features the projected 2021-2022
Budget. As we do each year, you will notice that we have incorporated noteworthy information below in order
to best inform you prior to May 18, 2021 when our annual School Budget Vote takes place.

Each year as the Budget season approaches, it is my priority to provide our families and community members
with factual information about the proposed budget for the following year. As this school year has been highly
unique, unexpected and challenging as we navigated a pandemic together, it is important that we portray a
picture for all of you that accurately shows how our District responded to this health crisis. It took significant
collaborative planning which included various stakeholders, such as our parents, teachers, staff, leadership
team, food service and buildings and grounds departments, the New York State and Erie County Health
Departments, Supplemental Health, and First Student. This collaboration was essential in allowing our District
to open the doors for our students back in September 2020 when we were first able to do so.

When the pandemic plagued our Country, we had to take immediate action knowing that the highly contagious
and fatal disease, COVID-19, was more than likely going to impact our traditional model of learning for more
than just a few months. The following examples prove how our thoughtful and quick planning resulted in
positive outcomes for our students, teachers, staff and our families. These examples also show how we used
our taxpayer dollars to effectively make change that helped our students learn despite being in a hybrid or
remote model of learning.

Chromebooks for Every Student
Last March 2020, we immediately recognized that our students would all require their own individual
Chromebook for use in September 2020. Knowing this, we prioritized this need and placed a large order giving
enough time for all Chromebooks to be delivered. Beginning in September, all of our students were prepared
with a Chromebook to learn remotely and/or in the hybrid model of learning. We knew that at any moment, we
may need to pivot to 100% remote learning so we wanted to ensure that this pivot was seamless and that all
learners had the ability and access to use technology at home to learn.
We have since created a Chromebook replacement plan in order to proactively replace 350 Chromebooks per
year that are obsolete or damaged. Maintaining updated technology is a priority for us so that our students
always have what they need to learn.

With technology at the fingertips of young students, we made a commitment to safety. This year, we installed
various proper filtering systems on all devices so that we were confident that our learners were learning in a
safe technology environment. Since we cannot block all access to technology programs, I felt it very important
to thank our parents and families for their partnership with us in checking usage at home and monitoring
access to websites and programs. We want to thank parents for reaching out to us directly with concerns which
allowed us to intervene and work to solve individual issues that were either technical or access to website and
program concerns.
Enhanced Communication Between School and Home
I wanted to share how advanced we have become with our communication efforts in just a year’s time. Our
School Messenger System was very outdated and in need of a complete overhaul. We worked closely with all
families to update contact information so that we could feel confident that when messages are sent out, that all
families are receiving them. In addition to the phone call messaging alert system, we added the texting feature
as a new option. This added feature has proven to be one of the best communication improvements that we
continued on next page.
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made and implemented this school year. It is with great hope that you have found this convenient service to be helpful and informative.
We have worked hard to not overwhelm our families with numerous text messages coming out each day. We have strategically used
this texting feature to communicate information about COVID-19 positive cases, to communicate important surveys to parents such as
instructional model choices and changes that were made to bring more students back to in-person learning, to inform parents of critical
information such as when we conducted COVID-19 testing in our District in order to maintain in-person learning, and we have used this
feature for all athletic information which has included direct registration for sports through embedded surveys.
Another priority we had this past year was to improve our District Website which we recognize is a tremendous resource for students,
parents, teachers, and our community. We encourage you to visit our District Website at https://www.cheektowagasloan.org/ where
you will notice monthly updated pictures and information representing all schools on our homepage as well as updated pictures on
each school’s page. You will also notice the inclusion of new resources that have been made available, such as Restorative Practices,
Technology Help Page for families and one specific to teachers, COVID-19 updates and information, our middle and high school pages
are much improved and now include a Principal’s Video Message and Headlines, and our Athletics page now includes updated coaching
staff, away game locations, LocalLive livestreaming details and more. We are very proud of these improvements and hope that our
families find the District Website informative and useful.

Training Focused on Remote Teaching Practices
As a result of the pivot to remote teaching and learning back in March 2020, we learned how important it was going to be to support our
teachers and staff and provide them with meaningful professional development specific to the remote environment. It was important for
me to share with our community that the following software programs are just some examples that we provided to our teachers, staff
and administrators as well as the necessary training to ensure that all were supported:
Google Classroom, Google Slides, Google Docs, Flipped Classroom, Kahoot, Bloomz, Zoom, Breakout Rooms in Zoom, Zearn, Words
Their Way, WeVideo used to create and edit instructional videos, Breezin’ Through Theory, SmartMusic, Edunovella, Kami, IXL,
PLT4M, EPIC, Commonlit, Pearson, Emath, LANS School Air, Jabber, EdPuzzle

All of the examples noted above prove how we worked as a team and heard the needs of our teachers, staff and administrators in how
these programs and trainings would support them and allow students to learn best in a remote or hybrid learning model. We were able to
provide the appropriate funding to support these software programs and trainings thanks to the support that we have from our families
and community each year. We will always thoughtfully plan which includes saving money when we can so that we have available
funding when it is most needed, such as during the pandemic.
As I noted earlier in the newsletter, it is always important for me to render a picture for our parents, families and community not only
with programming, training and teaching and learning that we have offered this past school year, but also with the advocacy efforts we
have made which include what our taxpayers can expect in May 2021 at our Budget Vote.

Back in January 2021, when we received the first State Aid runs from New York State, we were dismayed by our projected aid for 20212022. Not only was there no increase; instead, there was an estimated decrease of negative 3.04%. This was beyond upsetting and enough
for us to begin our strong advocacy efforts on behalf of our taxpayers and community. There was no explanation for this decrease and the
level of inequity between what other districts were projected to receive and our negative increase was unacceptable to us.
On March 1, 2021, we wrote and sent letters directly to Senator Timothy Kennedy and Assemblywoman, Monica Wallace. We then
followed up with phone calls and I was able to secure a personal phone call on March 11th with Monica Wallace. That next Friday,
March 12th, there was a Zoom meeting which I participated in with a representative from Monica Wallace’s Office as well as one of
our own Board Members and other members from the Erie County School Boards Association. As per Monica Wallace’s request during
our phone conversation, we followed up with specific documentation regarding prior year claims that we still haven’t received payment
for from the State. These prior claims total over $600,000 owed to our District. Additionally, we participated in a meeting with our area
colleagues and Monica Wallace on March 25th and with Senator Kennedy on March 31st. We repeated the same messages throughout
our advocacy which included the following concerns and requests on behalf of the District and our taxpayers:

• Federal assistance is needed and should be used for additional costs incurred at our schools during the pandemic—this funding
should not be used to relieve states of their responsibilities but again should be given directly to our District so that we can use it for
unexpected expenses during the health crisis.
• Reject any attempt to consolidate and eliminate expense-based and categorial aids into a “Services Aid” grouping which could lead to
significant future issues and unpredictability of aid. We noted how particularly harmful this is to low-income districts who generally
have much higher aid ratios for expenses.
• Reject any proposal to cancel funding and eliminate the prior years claims list. As I noted above, our District has over $600,000 of
prior year claims that we have been awaiting payment for over the past seven years. This money is rightfully ours and is not fair to
have school districts wait for years for this deserved funding.
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• Disconnect any link between STAR property taxpayer relief program and State aid for schools.
• Increase flexibility on school financial status by allowing undesignated fund balance above the current 4% limit and permitting
alternative use of reserve funds. This flexibility is vital as we thoughtfully plan for future years when Federal stimulus money is no
longer available.
• Consider the high mental health and academic needs that districts are going to have once all learners return to full-time in-person
learning. The area of mental health is a passion of mine—we must be able to support our students, families and community with
mental health needs and we need adequate funding to be able to accomplish this. We are also going to have significant learning gaps
since we have not been able to teach our children as we typically would do. Programs to support these academic gaps will be costly
and we need funding to support us and all of our learners.
Despite the negative increase in State aid for the 2021-2022, we must continue to emphasize to our taxpayers that we are committed,
as we have been for the last seven years, to fighting for what is right, for making sure that our voices are heard in our strong advocacy
attempts with respect to the need for more funding for our District, for making reductions when we can and where we are able to
without sacrificing quality programming and staffing for our PreK-12 students, and for our disciplined saving measures that have
allowed us to remain below the tax cap since 2013 with an average of only a 0.39% increase over the last nine years. We are proud
of this record and are determined to maintain this standing for many years to come. We are once again asking for the support of our
taxpayers on May 18, 2021.
What will be asking for from our taxpayers?
We will be asking for a 0.21% increase in school taxes which is below the District’s Tax Cap of 2.5%.

How much will my taxes increase as a result of a 0.21% increase?
As we have done each year, we have taken a sample of homes from within our District to determine the estimated increase in annual
taxes on the average home. The average increase for an average home will be approximately $2.49. Please remember that this is the
total increase for the entire year.

Again, it is important for us to convey that we are mindful of the effect that any increase has on our community. As I mentioned above,
in the past nine years, the total tax levy increase has been 3.48% which is an average of only 0.39% each year. We continue to take pride
in this record which we believe cannot be matched in any other school districts in Western New York. We will always prioritize the
comprehensive responsibility of fighting to keep our tax levy as low as possible.
It is my belief to thank those around you who have contributed to making the partnership between home and school as strong as
possible especially in a year like we have endured together since last March 2020. It is difficult to describe the gratitude that I have for
our parents, families, teachers, staff, leadership team, Board of Education and greater community particularly this year which has been
beyond challenging and demanding on most days.

When I reflect back to last summer, while each day was met with significant stress, hard work and determination to transform our
traditional learning environment into one with six-foot spacing, barriers on desks, disinfecting, temperature screening, mask wearing,
etc., I realize that it took a village to make it happen. That village involved everyone just mentioned and a true team approach that
consisted of flexibility, understanding, care for one another, appreciation of differences with respect to comfort levels with COVID-19,
and exhausting efforts for parents to help teach their children at home while also working, and for teachers to not only teach students
in-person, but to also teach children at home which sometimes included teaching all students at home when we pivoted to full-remote
learning. Included this village approach was partnering with Supplemental Health to assist us with COVID-19 testing which our
teachers, staff and families embraced in order to maintain in-person learning opportunities for our students. We are incredibly proud that
together, we achieved more and together, we were able to successfully open our Cheektowaga-Sloan Doors on September 8, 2020. We
have been so thrilled to slowly bring back some activities, such as athletics, drama club, musical performances, the Senior Winter Picnic
and more even if they look a bit different than in past years. We all look forward to the day when all students are back and experiencing
life as it was before the pandemic.
I encourage you to attend our Public Hearing on May 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Details will follow regarding the exact arrangement for this
Hearing. I also encourage you to exercise your right to vote on May 18, 2021 at our District Budget Vote. Again, given the pandemic,
more details will follow with regard to location and arrangement of the voting process.
Thank you for your time in reading this important newsletter. I wish all students, parents, families, teachers, staff and community a
spring filled with optimism for our future, peace, and most importantly good health as we work to come out of this most difficult time
that we have endured together.
With gratitude,

Mrs. Andrea L. Galenski
Superintendent of Schools
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Academics During the Pandemic –
“Safe and Engaged”
At John F. Kennedy High School we focused upon giving our students a rich educational
experience across all of our learning models. Students enrolled in our Hybrid model were
able to participate in a full schedule of in-person learning which included all core classes,
electives, and special areas such as Art,
Music, Business, Physical Education, and
Technology. On each Wednesday our faculty
and staff engaged in synchronous online
classes in order to allow the full class of
students to be together for instruction. This
unique, adjusted schedule allowed our 100%
Remote learners to attend school alongside
their peers in the Hybrid model.
Throughout the school year, our faculty and
staff focused upon keeping students safe
and engaged in their curriculum. Teachers
created hands-on activities in science labs
and art & technology classrooms, and even
taught socially-distanced music lessons in
the Greenauer Auditorium and band room.
Students who are enrolled in BOCES
Career and Technical Education classes had
the opportunity to attend their programs
for hands-on learning experiences, and
December 2020 saw the release of our first
ever Virtual Winter Concert complete with a special performance by our Superintendent
of Schools, Mrs. Galenski!
Additionally, we are proud that all learners enrolled in our Animation, Digital Photography,
and Computer-Aided Design classes were issued a specially-formatted desktop computer
so they could engage in the higher-level computer programs from home.
Moreover, it was important to continue to offer all students opportunities to excel
above and beyond the standard curriculum. In order to do this safely and equitably, the
administration worked alongside teachers and our Buildings & Grounds department to
develop plans to administer additional academic experiences for students such as the
PSAT exam, ASVAB test, and the full schedule of AP exams.
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Partnership
with our
Parent-Teacher
Organization

Clubs & Activities

At Cheektowaga-Sloan we believe in educating
the whole child which includes opportunities to
engage in clubs and activities outside of the regular
school day. During the 2020-2021 school year, our
club advisors ensured that students were provided
options to stay involved in their school community
including Student Council; Class of 2021; Class
of 2022; Computer Enhancement Club; Yearbook
Club; and Drama Club & Stage Crew.
Specifically, the Class of 2021 operated a Google
Classroom in order to gather feedback from the
student body and stay connected. Class Officers
regularly met with their advisors and school
administration on Zoom in order to plan events
such as the Class of 2021 Winter Picnic; Senior Video; and Graduation.
The John F. Kennedy Student Council also continued despite the challenges of the
pandemic, organizing and promoting a successful Halloween Costume Contest (with
prizes!); planning multiple school-wide Spirit Weeks; creating unique Student of the
Month awards; and even decorating the hallways of JFK with special recognitions of our
Winter athletes.
Lastly, Spring 2021 saw the return of the popular JFK Drama Club & Stage Crew which
drew over 50 students in grades 6-12. At the time of this writing, our Drama Club &
Stage Crew advisors are planning an engaging virtual performance which is tentatively
scheduled to be released to the community in June 2021.

JFK Middle and High School is proud
to continue to support our ParentTeacher Organizations. Through our
regular monthly meetings, our PTO
was able to successfully continue
many critically important initiatives
including maintaining and building
our PTO membership; revising and
refreshing our PTO website; organizing
teacher appreciation breakfasts; holding
successful Spirit Wear sales; and
planning a district-wide Chicken BBQ
in the Spring. As you can see, we’ve
been busy! A special thank you to our
PTO Officers and members for your
continued commitment to JFK!

Community
Connection

This year also marked JFK Middle and
High School’s first video Principal’s
Messages which have garnered great
reviews from the community. The
idea came from a meeting where
school administrators discussed the
importance of our community seeing
our faces and hearing our voices during
this unique time in education. Shortly
thereafter, our first video message was
sent through a mass text to our school
community and posted to our school
website. We are proud to be able to
send these engaging monthly videos
to our parents/guardians in order to
keep everyone informed about several
topics including academics, sports &
extracurriculars, and unique happenings
at JFK. We are excited to offer our
community a glimpse into our school,
and look forward to enhancing these
messages in the future.
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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This year, a day at John F. Kennedy Middle School may look a little different than it has in the past;
however, the spirit, enthusiasm, and excitement of our community has not changed a bit. Here’s a peek
into what’s been going on at JFK Middle School this year!

Staying
Connected

Here at JFK Middle School we
understand the importance of
communication with our school
community. Each month a virtual
newsletter called The Middle School
Connection is posted to the Middle
School website. In the newsletter you
will find details about upcoming events,
informational videos about navigating
the district website and the eSchool
Parent Portal, links to virtual offices
for our Guidance Counselor and Social
Worker, and photographs surrounding
the happenings at JFK. To check out
this year’s newsletters, head to the
Middle School website and click on
JFK Middle School Connection on the
left side of the page.
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Engaging Academics

In order to keep safety at the forefront, the Middle School elected to use “learning pods”
this year rather than have students change classes every period. Students remain in one
classroom for all of their core classes while the teachers move from room-to-room to
provide instruction. Each learning pod has students spaced 6 feet apart and every desk
is equipped with a polycarbonate barrier. Students are able to change classrooms for
Physical Education, Music, Art, Technology, Family and Consumer Sciences, and lunch.
This unique model allowed students to remain safe and engaged in the full range of
academic coursework. Moreover, during our Wednesday online classes, all students were
able to learn together. This allowed teachers to foster a positive classroom community
among students in each of our learning models.
Throughout the 2020-2021 school year, our teachers and staff have done an amazing
job preparing lessons. From Jamboard to Kahoot to engaging presentations edited on
WeVideo, the teachers have stretched to every avenue to develop exciting lessons for all
learners.
We are also proud that all learners were still able to participate in Art and Technology
projects through the use of personal art and tech kits that were put together by the
teachers. This allowed the students to create and share their work with all students and
the teachers.

www.cheektowagasloan.org
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JFK Spirit!

We are proud to support several
school-wide activities for all
students. In the fall we hosted a
Spirit Week where students dressed
up according to theme days. When
our hometown team, the Buffalo
Bills, had their playoff run we
rallied together for a school-wide
door decorating activity. We even
held our very own March Madness
tournament in which students
participated in online activities in
hopes to have their Kennedy Crew
crowned the tournament champion!
Offering clubs and activities
outside of the school day has
helped students explore their
interests. During the 2020-2021
school year, our advisors have been
able to provide several options for
students including National Junior
Honor Society; Student Council;
and Drama Club & Stage Crew.
More specifically, the Student
Council has been meeting virtually once per month. Students from 6th, 7th, and 8th grade
have planned outstanding events including a Halloween Costume Contest (with prizes!)
and a Spring Spirit Week. We are also proud to report that this year our 8th grade students
designed and promoted the sale of their very own class hooded sweatshirt! 8th grade
students are able to order their own custom sweatshirt as a way to always remember their
JFK Middle School family.
Additionally, The National Junior Honor Society hosted a virtual induction ceremony
which showcased the Spring 2019 inductees. This ceremony allowed the advisors
to honor the inductees that were chosen last March by their teachers. NJHS held a
Valentine’s Day service project where students were able to color Valentine’s for a local
senior center which was a great way to give back to the community and spread some
positive messaging.

www.cheektowagasloan.org

7

166 Halstead Avenue, Sloan, NY 14212 • Business Hours 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Restorative Practice at
Cheektowaga-Sloan

Note: Please note the pictures featured in this article were taken prior
to COVID-19. We have modified all Restorative Practice procedures to
comply with guidance.
The Cheektowaga-Sloan School
District is committed to building
a strong, positive, and supportive
school community by embracing
the philosophy and process of
Restorative Practices at every
level across the District. It is our
belief that relationship building
is at the heart of strengthening
communities.
In 2018, the District collaborated
with the Erie County Restorative
Justice Coalition to develop
and implement a plan to use
Restorative Practice concepts
District-wide, prekindergarten
through grade twelve. We
began by forming a District
committee with representation
from every building. Each
year, this committee meets
regularly to receive training and
develop materials for teachers to
implement Restorative Practices.
Our District training began in
September 2019 when all faculty
and staff in Cheektowaga-Sloan came together for an introduction on what Restorative
Practice is and participated in circles.
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JFK Athletics “Return Safely
with Success”

In the words of John F. Kennedy, “Physical
fitness is not only one of the most important
keys to a healthy body, it is the basis of dynamic and creative intellectual activity.” In
our mission of educating the whole child, we see interscholastic athletics as an important
component in maintaining students’ overall mental and physical health. Being a part of a
team teaches student-athletes valuable lessons that cannot be taught in the classroom or
in front of a computer screen.

Fall Sports

The start of the 2020-2021 school year brought the return of JFK Athletics to our campus
after an abrupt and prolonged closure due to the pandemic. The fall season saw Varsity
Cross Country retake the trails and Varsity Girls’ Soccer resume play on the field. During
the season we were happy to host two of our neighboring schools (Tonawanda and
Depew) for an additional cross country meet due to their inability to socially distance
three teams at their facility. Anytime we get to showcase our beautiful grounds to our
fellow districts we take the opportunity to do so! Our return-to-play COVID protocols
established a safe environment for all student-athletes, coaches and spectators so the
focus could rightfully be on the game and the joy of sport.

Winter

The winter sports season saw two sports come back to JFK: Bowling and Basketball. In
bowling, the boys’ and girls’ Varsity bowling teams both had strong showings in division
and sectional play. JFK basketball consisted of teams at the Varsity and JV levels on the
girls’ side; and Varsity, JV, and Modified on the boys’ side. Each team exhibited tenacity
and teamwork on the court, giving parents and families much to cheer about throughout
the season.
The COVID-era also brought about the onset of live streaming of basketball games in our
high school gym, allowing the greater JFK community to enjoy watching our studentathletes compete from the convenience of their computer, mobile device, or television.
Our coaches have utilized live streaming to showcase their teams and players, and also
as a teaching tool to help their players increase their knowledge of the game of basketball
and improving their technique and team play. We are grateful to be able to offer this
opportunity to our community!

Fall Season II/Spring

At the writing of this newsletter, we are on the cusp of the third sports season of the
2020-2021 school year which will feature girls’ volleyball (Varsity, JV, Modified); Varsity
football; and competitive cheerleading. The final athletic season of the 2020-2021 school
year will consist of: tennis, baseball, softball and track and field. We are proud to state
that through careful and strategic planning on the part of our school District leaders,
coaches, buildings and grounds staff, student-athletes and District families, our athletic
seasons will continue to be conducted safely and with success on the court and on the
field. Thank you for supporting our program now and into the future. Go Bears!
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Buildings and Grounds Department

and more. Every person in
this department is willing to
lend a hand outside their own
area and have shown great
teamwork. Every challenge
we faced was met and
accomplished with ‘BEAR’
Pride!

In the Cheektowaga-Sloan
Buildings and Grounds
(B & G) Department,
2020 has shown what real
teamwork looks like. The
men and women of the B &G
Department are some of the
most dedicated people we’ve
had the pleasure to work
with. During the COVID-19
pandemic, guidance from the
NYS Department of Health
or Erie County Department
of Health changed daily,
and even sometimes by the
hour. With each change,
this department adapted
to accomplish the tasks as
needed. We worked hand and

With the new and upcoming
challenges, we are very
confident in the B & G team
to tackle each and every one
with the teamwork they have
shown in this past year. Again,
we are very proud of the men
and women of the department.
Thank you to each and every
one of them.
hand with the Food Service
Department to make sure every
student who needed a meal
had one. During the lockdown,
the B&G team made sure
Theodore Roosevelt was clean
and sanitized for the students
participating in the Just for Kids
after school program.
Sanitation procedures
throughout the District
buildings are always part of
our daily routine. In response
to COVID-19, we created and
implemented new plans to
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increase the frequency of these
procedures. In addition to the
normal daily tasks, the High
School and Middle School are
sanitized multiple times a day.
The grounds personnel assist
with sanitizing at both our
elementary buildings multiple
times a day as well as their
other daily tasks, lawn care,
snow removing etc. The B &
G team also assists the District
in preparing for all District
events such as graduation,
sporting events, fundraisers,

www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Update from the
Technology Department

The 2020-2021 school year has been the year of technology. The District placed an order
for 900 Chromebooks in April 2020. These Chromebooks shipped to CheektowagaSloan in the summer of 2020, allowing the District to tag, prep and have them ready
for distribution by September 2020. After the District placed its order, there was a
national shortage on Chromebooks and many other districts were not able to get their
Chromebooks until December 2020. This foresight allowed the District to complete our
one-to-one initiative and put a Chromebook in every student’s hand.
One-to-one initiatives require a cycle of Chromebook replacement to be built into
District’s plans. A replacement schedule of 300-350 Chromebooks per year has been
created. This cycle of replacement will keep students on the cutting edge of Chromebook
technology and will be funded by the SMART School Bond Act.
Once every student had a Chromebook, the District wanted to ensure that every student had
access to a steady internet connection. The District has worked with families to provide
MiFi Jetpacks that connect to the Internet from anywhere that the Verizon Wireless network
is found. This initiative allowed 68 students from 42 families with inadequate or no Internet
connection in their home to join their classmates in remote instruction.
In anticipation of the greater need for technical assistance, we created resources available
to parents, students, and teachers on our District website. Our Parent and Student
Technology Help Page at www.cheektowagasloan.org/Page/1233 provides families with
videos, tutorials, and guidance on various topics such as software applications from
Bloomz to Zearn and Chromebook basics.
In addition to our webpage resources, a support team was created to assist parents,
teachers, and students. Although the teachers are the first line of support for students and
families, technical concerns beyond the teacher’s expertise were reported to the support
team. Most technical concerns were addressed in less than 60 minutes.
To allow teachers and clerical staff to work from home on remote days, the District
purchased 160 new laptops for all teachers district-wide and clerical staff. Docking
stations were put into every classroom allowing teachers to connect their laptops to
SMART boards, Promethean Boards, and projectors with a single cable, regardless of the
room they are in.
Maintaining community involvement throughout the pandemic was one of the District’s
top priorities. Various restrictions were placed on
in-person attendance to District events such as the
Board of Education Meetings and sporting events.
We have provided the community access to every
Board of Education meeting and every basketball
game through our Zoom Webinar account. Future
sporting events will be broadcast live through
LocalLive.tv.
In conclusion, there have been a variety of
challenges this past year that the District was able
to overcome with the support and funding provided
by our community. We thank you for your continued
support and look forward to ongoing technological
improvements in the 2021-2022 school year and
beyond.
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Proposition #1

Shall the Board of Education of the Cheektowaga-Sloan
Union Free School District District be authorized to expend
the sums set forth in the proposed 2021-2022 Budget in the
amount of $37,239,731 and to levy the necessary tax?

q YES q NO

Proposition #1 Tax Rates (estimated)
Tentative Increase Proposition #1
Cheektowaga West Seneca
2020-2021 Actual Tax Rate
$33.22
$76.60
2021-2022 Estimated Tax Rate
$33.29
$76.76
Increase
$0.07
$0.16

Instruction:

48.1%

Instruction of students is the purpose for the CheektowagaSloan Union Free School District’s existence. This category
includes: salaries, material, equipment and services relating to the
instructional program of all students within the District attending
our public schools and adults who participate in the Adult
Education Program.
Teaching - Regular Schools, Inter-fund Transfers Relating to
Teaching - Regular Schools, Inter-fund Transfers
Relating to Instruction & Charter School Tuition $9,779,450
Students with Disabilities
6,123,500
Curriculum Development & Supervision
368,364
BOCES Services / Occupational Education Instruction 360,000
Summer School / Continuing Education
96,800
In-service Training
166,000
Supervision, Planning & Evaluation
1,022,158
TOTAL

17,916,272

Pupil Support Services:

Proposition #2

Shall the Board of Education of the Cheektowaga- Sloan
Union Free School District be authorized pursuant to
Education Law Sections 170(3) and (3a), 1804(12) and (12a)
and 2502(10) and (10a) to allow a student to serve on the
School Board as an ex-officio, non-voting member for two
years. Such student would not have a vote, would not be
allowed to attend executive sessions, and would receive no
compensation for participating in board meetings.

q YES q NO

General Support:

Includes all non-instructional salaries for people who keep the
District functioning smoothly and direct and communicate the
educational philosophy of the Cheektowaga- Sloan Union Free
School District.
Board of Education:
Policy, Strategic Improvement Projects, Dues,
Operational Expenses & Legal Notices
District Clerk
Annual District Meeting
Central Administration:
Superintendent’s Office
Business Administration
Legal, Auditing & Purchasing
Public Information, Newsletter & Brochures
Central Printing & Mailing
Central Data Processing
Special Items:
Insurance
Association Dues & Assessments
BOCES Administration Charges
TOTAL

6.5% Building Maintenance &
Pupil Support Services are non-classroom positions which aid and Operations:
support students in everyday activities and after school interests.
Attendance
Guidance Services
School Library, Audio Visual Services &
Computer Assisted Instruction
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-curricular Activities
Interscholastic Athletics
Community Census
TOTAL
12

$15,425
297,467
918,227
228,580
129,029
304,578
140,311
362,349
17,050
$2,413,016

5.9%

$25,675
7,100
7,050
267,078
386,860
317,758
19,280
46,000
748,325
147,850
69,635
145,651

$2,188,262

6.7%

Provides for custodial activities necessary to keep the facilities
open, clean and safe. Maintaining the District’s buildings and
grounds in their optimum condition, which protects the value of
your property. Also, includes a transfer to capital to provide for a
$100,000 project for improvements to District facilities.
Buildings & Grounds
$1,570,550
Utilities
568,650
Equipment, Material & Supplies
255,000
Inter-fund Transfer to Capital Project Fund - Facility
Improvements
100,000
TOTAL

www.cheektowagasloan.org

$2,494,200
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Budget Vote Hearing

Board of Education
Elections

The School Budget Public Hearing will take place on

Tuesday May 11, 2021 • 7:00 p.m.

Theodore Roosevelt Elementary Cafetorium
2495 William Street, Cheektowaga, NY 14206

To elect one (1) member to the Board of Education, for a
five (5) year term commencing July 1, 2021 and expiring
on June 30, 2026, currently held by Zachary Smith.

School Budget Vote

Candidate 1: Zachary Smith

will take place on

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 • noon until 9:00 p.m.
John F. Kennedy High School Gymnasium
305 Cayuga Creek Road, Cheektowaga, New York

Student Transportation Services: 7.1%

Include all expenditures for District students bussed to our public
school, non-public schools, charter schools and schools for the
handicapped students. Transportation includes bussing for field
trips, outdoor education, extracurricular activities, inter- scholastic
sports and special bussing for handicapped students.
Transportation - Public, Non-Public &
Charter Schools
BOCES Services
Fuel, Equipment, Materials & Supplies

$2,489,398
114,907
50,000

Debts & Obligations:

25.7%

TOTAL

$2,654,305

Are fixed fiscal responsibilities of the Cheektowaga-Sloan Union
Free School District. Employee benefits, principal and interest on
borrowings by the District are all part of this category.
Employee Benefits:
Employee Retirement
$571,795
Teacher’s Retirement
1,342,811
Social Security
1,230,297
Workers Compensation
250,000
Life Insurance
35,000
Unemployment Insurance
60,000
Hospital & Medical Insurance
3,710,479
Debt Service:
Serial Bond Principal
1,815,000
Serial Bond and Other Interest
558,294
TOTAL
$9,573,676
GRAND TOTAL
$37,239,731

See candidate bio on next page.

Who is Eligible to Vote?

To be eligible to vote on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, a person must be:
•
•
•
•
•

A citizen of the United States
At least 18 years old
A legal resident of the Cheektowaga-Sloan Union Free School
District for at least thirty (30) days prior to Tuesday, May 18, 2021
A qualified voter who is not otherwise prohibited from voting
under provisions of Election Law
Acceptable proof of residency includes a driver’s license,
nondriver identification card, utility bill or voter registration card.
Any questions can be answered by calling the district office at
891-6402.

Absentee Ballots

In order to receive an absentee ballot, an absentee application
must be completed and returned via mail or in person. The
application must be received by the district clerk at least seven
days before the election, if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter,
or the day before the election, if the ballot is to be issued to the
voter in person. Please note that the applications may be acquired
by anyone but the ballot can only be given to the voter.
To obtain an absentee ballot application, please contact:
Dawn Kross, District Clerk
Cheektowaga-Sloan Union Free School District
166 Halstead Ave.
Sloan, NY 14212
(716) 891-6402

The District continues to closely monitor all current and future legal developments as they pertain to the District election and
budget vote, including those regarding absentee ballots. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 health pandemic, certain procedures
and/or deadlines may change as required by law or consistent with state guidance. All District residents are encouraged to
closely monitor the District’s website for the most up-to-date information concerning the upcoming annual vote.
Please contact Dawn Kross, District Clerk at dkross@cheektowagasloan.org or 891-6402 should you have any questions.
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Meet School Board Candidate:

Zachary Smith

Hello everyone my name is Zachary Smith.

My wife Julie and I have been residents and
taxpayers in this district for over 23 years.
My daughter is in 11th grade at JFK High
School.

I am running for a second term on the School Board and I will
continue the same platform of keeping one eye on education and
the other on our taxes. Five years ago I felt that our taxes were
too high and that the class offerings and their quality could be
improved.
Over the past five years the Board with the strong leadership of
the Superintendent have looked at each expenditure and used
every idea and every tool available to reduce costs. This has
worked. Some of the ideas were so creative that other districts
want to duplicate what we did. With planning and discipline we
were able to position our district on solid financial ground and
we were prepared for a rainy day. Then the Covid 19 pandemic
arrived. We managed the unexpected costs it brought on our
schools and had to contend with the reduction of aid from the
state.

We hired new, enthusiastic teachers and Principals. We increased
the number of AP courses. We completed the 18 million
dollar Capital Project. Every parent has noticed the modern
improvements to each school and in every classroom they visit.
We are now prepared to teach the future.

There is more work to do. I would like to continue the positive
advancements we have achieved. Thank you.

Budget Vote Hearing

The School Budget Public Hearing will take place on

Tuesday May 11, 2021 • 7:00 p.m.

Theodore Roosevelt Elementary Cafetorium
2495 William Street, Cheektowaga, NY 14206

School Budget Vote
will take place on

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 • noon until 9:00 p.m.
John F. Kennedy High School Gymnasium
305 Cayuga Creek Road, Cheektowaga, New York
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Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK)
Our 100% remote UPK learners work synchronously on Zoom classes this school year.
The synchronous Zoom classes allowed our
youngest students to fully participate in the
Pre-K curriculum. The foundational reading
skills that they focus on include phonemic
awareness (rhyming, and beginning
sounds), phonics (letter identification,
letter-sound correspondence), beginning
math skills and art projects. The art projects
are an extension of the Pre-K curriculum
and coincide with their themes of the week.
They work to reinforce fine motor skills
(pencil grip, cutting skills, name writing).
Live Zooming (synchronous learning)
helps our youngest learners to develop
social skills and build friendships with their
peers as well as develop a sense of school
community.
Students who participate in the hybrid
model for Pre-K have also worked to
develop foundational reading, math and
fine motor skills to help prepare them for
Kindergarten. Through the use of handson manipulatives, students have worked
to develop sorting, patterning, number
and letter identification, naming shapes
and attributes, 1-to-1 correspondence, and
number writing. We are so proud of our
youngest students’ hard work and growth
this school year. Even with the challenges
we have faced with the pandemic it
has been a joy and a pleasure to watch
them grow academically, socially, and
developmentally!

From the desk of:

Jeffrey S. Mochrie
Principal

Dear TR Parents and
School Community,
This year has once
again provided many
challenges for us all.
I want to personally thank all of you
and the entire TR faculty and staff
for keeping the best interest of our
students at the forefront. Our students
are very resilient and it is showcased in
the articles of this district newsletter.
I hope you enjoy reading the great
accomplishments of our students in the
various areas and grade levels. I truly
appreciate your continued support and
collaboration as we finish this school
year.
Mr. Jeffrey S. Mochrie
Principal

Pictured are UPK students learning both
synchronously via Zoom and in the hybrid
classroom setting.

Pictured are TR Kindergarten, First Grade, and Second Grade students enjoying their new books

www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Kindergarten

Our Kindergarten Super Readers
have been hard at work building
their stamina and reading muscles.
Our Units of Study in Reading focus
on building foundational skills,
strategies to read unknown words and
develop a love for reading. Our first
unit, Storybook Readers, helped our
youngest readers fall in love in reading
with old time favorite storybooks! Our
second unit, Super Readers, focuses on
learning the strategies for reading...our
Super Powers! Our third unit, “Bigger
Books, Bigger Reading Muscles”,
Pictured are TR Kindergarten Super Readers!
centered on making our super powers
stronger so that our Kindergarteners can tackle more difficult texts. We then moved into our Avid Readers unit. This unit helps
us recognize that avid readers read anytime, anyplace and always have a book on deck ready to read. At the end of each unit, we
celebrate our accomplishments!
Our Kindergarten students are independently reading and having meaningful discussions about the texts. It has been so amazing to
see the genuine enthusiasm our students have for reading! We are so proud of their hard work!

1st Grade

2nd Grade

Pictured are 1st graders using their place value skills with place value blocks.

Pictured are 2nd graders demonstrating their researching skills.

First grade students are meeting the challenges of hybrid learning
with the help of ZEARN. This online math program provides
direct instruction in all math concepts for students in person and
virtually. This program has allowed for all students to receive
consistent practice no matter their learning environment. This
year students have practiced addition, subtraction, graphing,
word problems and measurement. During synchronous learning
days, students receive additional practice and support through
live lessons. Currently students are learning all about place
value. They are representing numbers greater than 20 using
place value blocks. Future concepts include time, money, and
addition and subtraction to 100. We are so proud of our first grade
mathematicians!
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The Super Second Graders at TR have
been working hard on becoming nonfiction
experts by growing their knowledge reading
nonfiction texts on a variety of interesting
topics. These experts are learning to pay
attention to details by asking “I wonder…”
questions and making statements such
as “I noticed…” and ”I learned…”when
conducting their research. Using books, Scholastic News, and/
or EPIC, these nonfiction experts gather important keywords and
ideas about the topic and jot them down on Post-It notes. At the
conclusion of the project, the experts will share what they know
about their topic with their classmates at The Expert Museum.

www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Universal Pre-K Registration

The Cheektowaga-Sloan School District is now accepting
applications for Universal Pre-K for the 2021-2022 School Year.

Kindergarten Registration
For the 2021-2022 School Year

Now Open!!!

If you are interested in sending your child to our Pre-K program in
September, please either email a completed application available
on the district website (Central Registration Quick Links Tab)
along with all the required documentation to sloanregistration@
cheektowagasloan.org, or contact the Central Registrar at
891-6427 for assistance or additional information regarding the
registration process.

If you are sending your child to Kindergarten in September,
please either email a completed application available on the
district website (Central Registration Quick Links Tab) along
with all the required documentation to sloanregistration@
cheektowagasloan.org, or contact the Central Registrar at
891-6427 for assistance or additional information regarding the
registration process.

Eligibility requirements are:

To register any student, you will need the
following items:

• Your child must be 4 years old on or before December 1st 2021.
• You must reside in the Cheektowaga-Sloan School District.
• You must provide your child’s transportation to and from school.

To register any student you will need the
following items:

• Student Identification: Birth certificate, passport or other
documentary evidence of birth date
• Parent Identification: Legal parent/guardian photo
identification, such as a Driver’s License
• Proof of Immunizations and Health Appraisal: Records
provided by Doctor’s office
• Three (3) Proofs of Residence: Housing documents, utilities,
payroll stub, government records
• Guardianship Documents: if applicable, court documentation
identifying residential custody
There is no cost for families to participate.
Our program runs 2 1/2 hours per day, 5 days per week, and
follows the school district’s calendar. We offer both morning and
afternoon sessions.
Our quality program utilizes research based, age-appropriate
practices which are aligned with NY State’s Pre-K Standards.
Your child will acquire pre-reading skills, a richer vocabulary,
and strong basic math skills. Pre-K children will be exposed
to numbers, letters, shapes, and words. They will learn how to
share, take turns, cooperate, follow directions, solve problems,
and contribute to the classroom community. Theodore Roosevelt’s
Pre-K students will grow socially, emotionally, physically, and
intellectually, which will better prepare them for Kindergarten.

• Student Identification: Birth certificate, passport or other
documentary evidence of birth date
• Parent Identification: Legal parent/guardian photo
identification, such as a Driver’s License
• Proof of Immunizations and Health Appraisal: Records
provided by Doctor’s office
• Three (3) Proofs of Residence: Housing documents, utilities,
payroll stub, government records
• Guardianship Documents: if applicable, court documentation
identifying residential custody
Kindergarten students must be five years old on or before
December 1, 2021 and a legal resident of the Cheektowaga
Sloan School District.

SAVE THE DATES
Kindergarten Screening
Will take place May 3rd-7th

*Appointments will be confirmed via a phone call once
registration is complete, reviewed and provided to
Theodore Roosevelt Elementary.

Kindergarten Orientation
Tentatively May 17th

Further information to follow as we approach this date

www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Special Areas are in Full Swing!

TR students are once again playing and
moving in the music room. Students were
so excited to enter the music room for
the first time this year and be able to be
creative in the space. They are moving
and creating with drums, scarves, ribbon
wands, and more. Students will continue
to learn about beat, rhythm, tempo, and
dynamics not only in-person but on their
Google Music Classrooms. We look
forward to finishing off the year with some
springtime rhythms, poems, and songs.

Pictured are 1st graders drumming in the music room.

Throughout this unique year, music has
been the gift that keeps on giving. Students
have been able to engage in singing at
home with Mrs. Fitzner on her guitar and
instruments through slideshows and Zoom.
Grade 2 Choir has met with Mrs. Fitzner
weekly and they are currently preparing a
virtual spring concert with their friends in
Grade 3,4, and 5 Choir.
TR students were excited to be back in
the gymnasium for PE classes. To keep
everyone safe they social distance in their
personal space and use clean and sanitized
equipment to work on various skills. With
the warm weather, PE classes will also
be headed outside in the fresh air when
the weather cooperates. Mr. O says there
are big things still to come in physical
education class!
Mrs. Hooper tried out some new
Storybook STEAM activities in the
library. These activities work to combine
the students’ love of reading with handson STEAM learning. For example, after
reading the book The Napping House
by Audrey Wood, Kindergarten students
were given the task of building a bed
out of random materials provided to
them. After their bed was constructed,
they retold the order of who fell asleep
first by balancing cups on top of their
bed with the characters’ pictures on it.
The students really love the Storybook
STEAM activities and get very motivated
to improve their creations!
18

Pictured are students working with scarfs both inside and outside.

Pictured are students working on STEAM activities.

In March, library classes were returned to
the library. It has been so nice to be back
and having the students browse the shelves
for what they want to read. Mrs. Hooper
would like to take the opportunity to thank
all of the parents who helped their children
fill out book requests online for the first
half of the year. Overall, the process went
very smooth and the students were still
www.cheektowagasloan.org

able to get books they wanted to read in
their hands. Also, thank you to the parents
of our fully remote students! It has been
great to see so many students who are
learning fully from home still be able to
utilize the school library.
TR Artists learned about the artist Romero
Britto. Romero was born in Brazil but

Elementary School
Main Office 891-6424

lives in the United States. He is known for his colorful and playful pop inspired artwork. He is a painter, sculptor and printmaker. His
work is like graffiti art with bold colors and patterns. Sometimes Romero uses letters in his artwork, so artists took a closer look at
some letters, specifically uppercase letters. Each artist identified their initials for the project. Large block letters were the outline for
where artists drew a story about themselves. We talked about things that are popular or favorite with a lot of people, then specifically
with them or their families. Artists drew inside the shape of the letter, filling as much as possible before adding bold color like Romero.
Artists independently finished their initial art at home and submitted a photo of their finished work. Be sure to ask your artist to see the
Initial Art Show to see all the colorful initials completed by TR!

Pictured are 2nd grade students working on their initials.

Student Lighthouse Team

The Student Lighthouse Team has been hard at work this school year. Through
their Zoom meetings they have been able to successfully plan and execute a
student driven SPCA Donation Drive. The flyer as well as the donation site
posters and boxes were all student created. The Student Lighthouse Team
also facilitated a vote to bring in additional animals to join Elsa the Turtle. TR
students voted on guinea pigs and crested geckos. These pets can be found
in the hallway on the way to the cafetorium. It has brought a lot of joy and
excitement to the students of TR. The Lighthouse members created fact and
voting sheets, distributed, collected, and counted the votes. This incredible
group of second graders represents the 7 Habits by Beginning with the End in
Mind and Synergizing! Currently, members are working to create videos about
each of the 7 Habits so that they can share their ideas and understanding of
each Habit and provide helpful, kid-friendly language that supports the Leader
in Me program with all of Theodore Roosevelt. You can find these videos
and many great resources at our Leader in Me @ TR Webpage! https://www.
cheektowagasloan.org/Page/1029

Pictured are the student Lighthouse Team members with
Mr.Mochrie, Officer Jones and the Lighthouse Team
Coordinators Miss Moloney and Mrs. Richardson dropping
off donations to the SPCA

In addition to these videos and community based activities, the Student Lighthouse Team has many more great plans to improve
our school. They are focused on bringing positivity, programming, and visual changes that will help brighten everyones school
experience this year. Stay tuned for more exciting news from the Student Lighthouse as the school year progresses!
Once again this school year Channel 7 News and the Scripps Howard Foundation donated books to all TR students as part of the
“If You Give a Child a Book” program. In years past, they would provide a traditional Book Fair where Channel 7 employees
would run it along with reading stories to our students while broadcasting live from the school. Due to the pandemic they still
wanted to make it possible. So they worked with the school and provided not only one book this year but two for every student
along with a small blue backpack to store them in.
Thank you Channel 7 and The Scripps Howard Foundation!
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Read Across
America Week
with Dr. Seuss

Students in grades 3 through 5
celebrated Read Across America
Week in spirit. Students listened to
read alouds in their classrooms and
were able to read and create their own
stories. Each day featured a different
dress up theme, ending with Oh The
Places You’ll Go, where students were
encouraged
to dress for
the job they
want or
the school
they hope
to attend
and could
submit
pictures
to share
their goals.
We had a
variety of
professions,
including a therapist who is pictured
here with her dog.
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Wildly Important Goals in our
School and our Library

There are many priorities that
take place in Woodrow Wilson’s
library program, but none more
important than attempting to
motivate and inspire students to
curate a love of reading. There are
numerous ways the library staff
try to accomplish this at Woodrow
Wilson that includes read alouds,
author studies, teaching students
how to find books about their
favorite subjects, etc...but one of
the most important ways we try to facilitate this goal is to create individual and school
wide reading goals that bring the school community together for a common purpose. This
builds both reading comprehension and reading fluency. Our Accelerated Reader program
allows students to read any book they are interested in and take a short quiz after they
finish. Research shows that the more students read, the more successful they become at
reading. We are proud to say that our students had a very challenging school-wide WIG
for the 2nd Trimester. Students were challenged to read 6,000,000 words. Our Woodrow
Wilson students read 9,434,023 words. What an amazing achievement. Students continue
to solve math facts on Reflex math where they solved over 420,000 math facts. Students
who made their individual goals were celebrated, and received certificates for their
achievement. All of the teachers at Woodrow Wilson Elementary are proud of every
student who contributed to this amazing achievement.

SCRIPPS Book Giveaway

We were so fortunate to partner
with the SCRIPPS Foundation,
Scholastic Books and Channel 7
News who donated enough books
to provide each student with two
books of their own as well as
additional books for our teacher’s
classrooms. Our students were
able to choose from high interest
titles and some of their favorite
series. Thank you to SCRIPPS our students had even more access to books this year.
Woodrow Wilson is doing a lot of reading.

Complementary Weaving in Art

We are growing artists at WW this year and even had one in costume on Halloween.
Artists at WW have been working hard on their weaving skills. Some chose to weave
with straight lines. While others chose curvy or zig-zag lines. We all used complementary
colors. We looked up the definition of complementary and read the following: combining
in such a way as to enhance or emphasize the qualities of each other or another. That is
exactly what complementary colors do, they make eachother stand out or look bolder.
Our complementary weavings really do stand out.
www.cheektowagasloan.org
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Safe and Engaged

Whether we are in our classroom or participating in one of our special area classrooms,
Woodrow Wilson students remain safe and engaged in their learning. Our students have
shown resilience and persistence this year as they work to learn new programs on their
district-issued Chromebooks. Whether they are learning remotely or in-person in our
hybrid model, all of our students have the opportunity to engage with their teachers and
other students online. When students are in-person they spend time at their desks which
have polycarbonate dividers installed, and they also work in small groups where they are
socially distanced. We could not be more proud of all the hard work our students have
done this year. They continue to amaze us every day.

From the Woodrow Wilson School
Music Room

Welcome back to the Music Room! Students have been officially invited back into
the Music Room. The excitement is contagious as students are drumming and playing
instruments once again. Throughout the year the music room has remained very active
between the Google Music Classroom, Zoom, and in-person instruction. Students have
learned a wide variety of musical ideas ranging from tonality (the character of music) to
rhythm and beat. Students
did a great job working
together with Mrs. Fitzner
to keep music going, even
with all the challenges.
In addition to keeping
music alive in the General
Music Classroom, groups
of students joined Mrs.
Fitzner on zoom each
week for Grade 3 Choir,
Recorders, and 4/5 Choir.
They put on their very first ever virtual Christmas Concert in December and are looking
forward to putting together a virtual Spring Concert. Thank you for your continued
support of music.
www.cheektowagasloan.org

Learning From
Home

Woodrow Wilson students have
busy days when they are learning
from home. Our students have
become experts in navigating Google
Classroom and attending Zoom
sessions and Google Meets. We love
Wednesdays when we get together as
an entire classroom online to share our
learning and stories with each other.
Fully remote students and hybrid
learners are invited to participate in
home-based activities to link school
and home. One fun activity we had this
year was a door decorating contest and
another was to create letters to hang
in our building windows to promote
reading at Woodrow Wilson. We are
so thankful for our students and their
supportive families at home who keep
them actively engaged while learning
from a distance.

Physical Education
is Back in the Gym
and Outside

We were so thankful for the 1:1
technology this year to continue to
support our physical education program
when we were unable to use the gym.
Nothing has made our students happier
than being able to get back into the
gymnasium to practice what we were
learning about on our Chromebooks
earlier this year during our soccer
unit. We recently put our basketball
nets back up outside so students will
be practicing their ball skills with the
milder temperatures.
21

166 Halstead Avenue, Sloan, NY 14212 • Business Hours 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

News from the Cafeteria:

March 2020 taught the cafeteria staff at Cheektowaga-Sloan how to
quickly adjust to changes in the way they served breakfast and lunch
to students. Theodore Roosevelt (TR) became our “HUB” as we
sanitized, prepared hot lunches and brown bagged breakfast foods to
be handed out to parents as they
drove up to the doors at TR to
be greeted by the cafeteria staff
and aides. Officer Jones was
with us in the beginning to help
us and create calm. Mr. Mochrie
stopped by to make sure we had
everything that we needed. It was
a team effort as aides from each
school pitched in to help. We all
wanted to make sure our families, especially our students felt safe and
secure. The staff, as well as the students, were very happy to see each
other, if only for a minute.

We are trying to make lunch-time fun for students. Cafeteria
staff has, on occasion, dressed up in costumes to put a little
flare into their jobs. The food service department decorated for
our Buffalo Bills and served “Wacky Wild Nacho Grande,”
“Grinch” Guacamole and “Cat in the Hat” cheese sticks to
celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday on March 2nd. In addition, the
whole cafeteria staff gathered for an ad in this year’s yearbook
to let our seniors know how proud we are of them.

From March through June 2020, we prepared and handed out almost
25,000 breakfast and lunch meals.
We were also able to give fruit
and vegetable boxes to each
family courtesy of the USDA,
which in addition to helping
families, helped local farmers.
Summer brought us transitioning
to our summer feeding program at
three (3) sites in our District (TR,
Sloan Park and Dingens Park). In all, 12,000 meals were served.
In September when we returned to school, we once again needed
to adjust and adapt to a hybrid schedule. It was again wonderful
seeing the many students who had returned. They have acclimated
themselves well to our procedures and hanging plexi-glass shields.
We all have learned to smile with our eyes.
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Update from the
Special Education
& Student Services
Department

As we approach the final stretch of the school year,
there is much to celebrate in the Special Education
and Student Services Department. Our support staff
has done an exceptional job meeting the needs of
our students in creative and innovative ways during
a global pandemic.

On March 17, the seniors were able to gather in the parking lot (with the sun
shining) for a picnic. Homemade soup and hamburgers were served along
with hot dogs, chips, apple pie logs and drinks. Officer Jones was our head
cook and served burgers and dogs to our students.
The cafeteria staff attended Superintendent’s Conference Day on Friday,
March 19, 2021. Our workshop included videos of food safety, sanitation and
operating procedures.
Afterwards, we
played Child Nutrition
Jeopardy and
Cheektowaga-Sloan
Food Service Family
Feud. Everyone left
with a “goodie” bag
and lots of knowledge.
Although there have
been obstacles to
overcome and it has
been challenging, we
are able to continue
to serve our students without sacrificing the outreach and personal touch that
means as much to us as it does to our students and families.

Special Education Teachers & Therapists:
Cheektowaga-Sloan’s special education teachers
and therapists have done an exceptional job
meeting the needs of all of our students. Our
therapists
have gone
above and
beyond in
implementing
new ways
to engage
students
through both
in-person and
tele-therapy
sessions. They have sent home interactive therapy
kits, videotaped activities to provide students with
a model and included games within their sessions
to ensure that every student’s individual needs
were met. The District’s special education teachers
have been very resourceful in developing new
ways to differentiate instruction. Through the use
of technology, the special education teachers have
had the students work collaboratively in breakout
rooms through ZOOM, used many visual aids
and graphic organizers to help students sequence
their assignments. They also have developed
Google Classrooms to provide students with extra
resources to help them
access the curriculum.
Student Support Team:
Cheektowaga-Sloan’s vision
is to educate the whole child
by supporting academic,
social and emotional growth.
To ensure that all of our
students’ needs were being
met this year, the Counseling
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Office revamped their
programming to effectively
support students both in the
hybrid and virtual models.
A Google Classroom was
created for each grade level
which featured voiceover
presentations for virtual
students, announcements
for various opportunities,
and was the main source of communication to all students.
Additionally, the Counseling Office implemented the utilization of
Choices360, a comprehensive program to help students and their
families with career and postsecondary planning. Included within
Choices360 are tools for career and college exploration as well
as in-depth information on financial aid. The Counseling Office,
with the support of the English Department, pushed into English
classes throughout the course of the year to introduce students to
the program and facilitate at least one career interest inventory.
The Counseling Office is continuing to meet with students
individually either in person or through video conferencing to
conduct annual reviews and provide the necessary support each
student needs. Additionally, the Counseling Office has conducted
numerous home visits in the hopes of engaging students during
this challenging time.
The District’s social workers also rethought their individual
counseling sessions with students to ensure they addressed each
child’s individual needs in a much more focused way. Each social
worker developed creative ways to check-in with students as
well as used each child’s specific interests as an avenue to build
effective relationships during the session. Counseling sessions
took place both virtually and in-person to ensure each child’s
needs were met. Each school social worker utilized games and
books in their sessions to deepen student engagement. This

approach to counseling has allowed the child to be the “expert” in
their area of interest and helps build that collaborative relationship
between the child and the social worker.
English as New Language Teachers:

The District’s English as new
language teachers have also
developed creative ways to meet
the needs of our English language
learners. Each English as new
language teacher has held regular
ZOOM sessions and held weekly
office hours with each student to
ensure they are able to access the
curriculum and assist them with
navigating the new virtual learning
format. Our English as new language
teachers have also utilized many
digital tools such as breakout rooms, Scholastic Action magazine,
Google slides and videos to assist our English language learners
in building background knowledge, vocabulary and understanding
the content being taught.
Nurses:

Cheektowaga Sloan’s nurses have done an exceptional job keeping
our health offices a safe and welcoming place for students. When a
child enters the health office, the school nurse thoroughly assesses
the student’s illness and takes the necessary actions after a child
is seen. The health and safety is of the utmost importance to our
community and the nurses at Cheektowaga-Sloan.
In conclusion, it has been amazing to see all the hard work the
Cheektowaga-Sloan Special Education and Student Services
department has done this year to meet the needs of all of our
students. We also thank our community for their continued support.
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